Amended 10/10/2017

Enacted 10/10/17


Introduced by Council Member R. Brown and amended by the Transportation, Energy and Utilities Committee: 
ORDINANCE 2017-631-E
AN ORDINANCE REGARDING AN HONORARY STREET DESIGNATION AND ASSOCIATED ROADWAY MARKERS; ESTABLISHING AN HONORARY STREET DESIGNATION ON 8TH STREET W EXTENDING FROM INTERSTATE 95 TO FRANCIS STREET IN JACKSONVILLE FOR DR. NORMA RUTH SOLOMON WHITE; PROVIDING FOR THE INSTALLATION OF TWO HONORARY ROADWAY MARKERS TO BE LOCATED IN APPROPRIATE LOCATIONS ON THE DESIGNATED ROADWAY IN COUNCIL DISTRICT 8; HONORING THE LEGACY OF DR. NORMA RUTH SOLOMON WHITE AND RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF DR. NORMA RUTH SOLOMON WHITE; WAIVING THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 745.105(j)(3), ORDINANCE CODE, REGARDING PERSONS FOR WHOM HONORARY STREET DESIGNATIONS MAY BE NAMED; DIRECTING LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO FORWARD THE ORDINANCE TO THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, Dr. Norma Ruth Solomon White, a native of Jacksonville, earned a bachelor’s degree from Florida A & M University (“FAMU”), and a master of music degree from Columbia University; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Norma Ruth Solomon White performed, remarkably, as the first female member of the FAMU Marching 100 Band, as well as received an honorary doctorate of Humane Letters from the Florida A & M University; and

WHEREAS, breaking additional barriers, Dr. White was appointed as the first female band director, and assigned to several local Jacksonville schools, namely, Isiah Blocker Junior High School and Darnell Cookman Junior High School; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. White served as the Instrumental Music Coordinator for the entire Duval County School District; and
WHEREAS, Dr. White dedicated the majority of her career in education serving as the Assistant Principal at Ribault Senior High School; and

WHEREAS, even in retirement, Dr. White continued her community service as the Magnet Program Coordinator, Part-time Music Supervisor and a Program Facilitator at Florida Community College; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. White has been active in numerous organizations, notably, being elected President of Gamma Rho Omega chapter, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. The Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. was the first college sorority organization established and created over 100 years ago by African American women college students, and continues to exist as a reputable philanthropic organization throughout several hundred college campuses in the nation. She served as the president for two 4-year terms; and
WHEREAS, Dr. White served in several capacities of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. such as: a South Atlantic Regional Director, as a member for the International Program, the Membership, Standards and Finance Committees, as Chair of the International Structure and Operations Commission; as Chair of the International Program Committee; as Vice President and President of Educational Advancement Foundation Board; and

WHEREAS, Dr. White was the first International President elected from Florida in the history of the Alpha Kappa Alpha, Inc. sorority; and
WHEREAS, during her term as International President of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Dr. White created “ON TRACK,” a program that was developed to assist 15,000 children to stay on track. She also established Leadership Development and the Disaster Relief Fund, and courageously started 10 schools in Africa; and 

WHEREAS, in 1975, Dr. White published her first book “So Now You’re Elected”; and

WHEREAS, Dr. White devoted her time and commitment to so many more volunteer organizations, including but not limited to appointment as the first female Senior Warden at St. Gabriel Episcopal Church, President of the Bold City Chapter of The Links, Inc., Chair of the Florida Commission on the Status of Women, Charter President of the Ladies of DivaNation and the Red Hat Society as well as President of the Duval Retired Educators Association; and
WHEREAS, Dr. White received numerous honors and awards: The First Lady of Music in Jacksonville, the EVE Award in Fine Arts; the Mayor’s Trailblazer Award, the Girl Scouts’ “Woman of Distinction”; and

WHEREAS, the Library of Congress honored Dr. White by adding her Video and Oral History Interview as a permanent part of its History Makers collection; and

WHEREAS, in 2008, during the Alpha Kappa Alpha, Inc. Sorority Centennial Celebration, Dr. White received the Founders’ Graduate Service Award; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Norma Ruth Solomon White resided within 5 miles of the street in which the honorary designation is being sought[See Application for Honorary Street Name Designation, attached as Exhibit 1, and Affidavit of Residency and Ownership for Ten Years or More, attached as Exhibit 2]; and 
WHEREAS, on May 8, 2017 and June 19, 2017, the Planning and Development Department mailed written notifications to affected property owners concerning the proposed honorary street, and requested their written consent or objection to the proposed honorary street designation [See attached Composite Exhibit 3]; and

WHEREAS, at least 75 percent of the property owners whose address is assigned to the street designated for honorary markers have consented to the honorary designation of the street; and

WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Transportation issued a General Use Permit to the City of Jacksonville approving the honorary markers to be placed on 8th Street West, a state road [See attached Revised Exhibit 4, labeled as “Revised Exhibit 4 FDOT Permit, October 2, 2017-TEU”];and

WHEREAS, a private donor has remitted funds to satisfy the cost for the honorary markers [See attached Revised Exhibit 5, labeled as “Revised Exhibit 5, Payment Receipt, October 2, 2017-TEU”]; and
WHEREAS, the Council finds that the accomplishments of Dr. Norma Ruth Solomon White are worthy and deserving of a form of recognition that the City of Jacksonville and Dr. Norma Ruth Solomon White’s family, friends and colleagues can share and celebrate in, to wit: the creation of an honorary street designation and the installation of two appropriate honorary roadway markers on 8th Street W extending from Interstate 95 to Francis Street in Council District 8, and

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:
Section 1.

8th Street W to receive an honorary street designation for Dr. Norma Ruth Solomon White. 8th Street W extending from Interstate 95 to Francis Street in Council District 8 shall hereby be honorarily designated as contemplated by Section 745.105 (j), Ordinance Code, for Dr. Norma Ruth Solomon White. A map of the road designation is attached as Exhibit 6.

Section 2.

Honorary Roadside Markers for Dr. Norma Ruth Solomon White to be installed. Two honorary roadway memorial markers, as contemplated by Section 745.105 (J), Ordinance Code, recognizing and honoring Dr. Norma Ruth Solomon White shall be placed in appropriate locations on 8th Street W.
Section 3. 
Waiver of Section 745.105 (j) (3). Section 745.105 (j)(3), Ordinance Code, requiring the approval of honorary designations only for deceased persons is hereby waived due to the fact that recognition for the honoree is long overdue.  

Section 4.

Directing Legislative Services to forward a copy to the Planning and Development Department. The Chief of Legislative Services is requested to send a copy of this legislation, once enacted, to the Planning and Development Department, Addressing Unit, for processing, implementation, and coordination with the Public Works Department, Traffic Engineering Division and other affected agencies and organizations.

Section 5.

Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:
/s/Cherry Shaw Pollock______
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Cherry Shaw Pollock
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